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RWPORT OF THF LIBRARTAN

To the Board of Directors of the Lawrence Free Public

Library. Ladies and gentlemen:

I have the honnr to nresent to you the nineteenth annual i

report of the Lawrence Free Public Library for the yearl ending

December 31, 1933. ,

The work of the past year has been gratifying, although a
der y

little diseppointing, as our general circulaetion dropped un

)
‘
)
;

lest year's record. Our books have circulsted 73,903 times, &
' totel loss of 1300. The gratifying feature 1s thet the general

public is using the library more since the High School has moved
into their new building. Our records show the loss to be in the

reeding of fiction, as a gain of 887 is recorded for non-fiction.

Perhaps we should not ascribe this £iction lose entirely to the

High School resders, as the radio may have claimed some.

The work of the reference department, with Mise Certer in

charge, has been continued in shout the usual manner, Lese time

has been devoted to the High School students, leaving more to

d .' ;‘- .. - —— e

be given the club women and the casual enquirer. The students

| from the University appreciate the help they get from this

Library, often commenting on the fact that though the resources

are much smaller, the materiel here is more accessible, especially

i the bound periodicels. We have added to this collection 118 bound

magazines and 17 generel reference books.

According to the records a totsl of 148S books have heen

sdded to the Library collection during the year. Of thls number

L . T —  t————

13218 were purchased and 173 were gifts. The total number of books

( worn out, or loet and withdrawn from the records was 647, The

net gain, therefore, {in the growth of ccllection was 842,

The scceesinns distributed by classrs are as followe:

Adult bound periocdicals 118

! B Fiction 554
{ n  Non-fiction 308
: Reference 17
h Juvenile bound periodicels 4
: " Fiction 230
n N-n-fiction 268

Total 1489

IR
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The total number of books in the Library distributed DY

classes are as followe

Adult bound periodicals 3369
" Fiction 4403
" Non-fiction 7096
Reference 934
Germen collection 392

Juvenile bound periodicale 169 '
| " TFiction 1247
t " Non-fiction 1949
| Reference 90
l ' Total 18549

The Children's work, directed by Miss Perkins, hae been
an interesting feature of the year. The grade schools, ae usual
are using the library to supplement their reading courses. The
greatest growth in interest,however, has come from the Junior
High pupils. Ae we are building up the Children's reference
department the students are depending more and more upon the |

Library for assietance.

A favorite spot in the Children's room is the corner where

the easy books are filed. Any afternoon you may 8ee€ the small “

chairs in front of these shelves filled with little tots in the
first years of school eagerly turning through these books in |
search of pictures and stories that they can read.

The interest in the Sesturday morning story hour has con-

tinued. 30 periods have been held with an averasge of 24 in

attendance.

During the summer the Vacation Reading Club was orgeinized.
Maeyor Kreek helped to stimulate an interest in good reading by
offering prizes for the best essaye on booke of non-fiction read
during the summer, We hope that the start made in this direction
is only the beginning of a regular course of resding that will
prove of greeat profit to our young people,

That the perents &re interested 1n the reading of their
children wae shown by the _response during Children's Book Week,
ag the open meeting held November 15 war a record for attendance.

The Library received 173 booke es gifte, These were donated
from verious sources. A number of the books left us by Mrs, E. J.

White have been catalogued and are in use, also several from

Prof. McKeever's ocollectirn, Verloue publishers and orgénizations

e
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continue to send their publications.

The outstanding gift of the year is the new flag pole
which was given by the ladies of the G. A. R.

We hope that another year will find ~ur reading TOOMS
equipped with new lights, the gift 'of some generous individual
or organlzation.

While we feel that we are gaining, as en institution, in
usefulness, yet we want to know that we are giving the best
service possible. We believe that the time 1s approeching when
we should reach out to the districts not easily accessible 10
our library building, particulerly to the territory north of

the river. In the absence of a system of branch librariee

I should like to present to you for your consideration the

Book Wagon as a substitute. This service has been triled in

various cities and is solving a great problem. In our own state

Wichita is the pioneer oity carrying books into remote parts
of the city by means of a book automobile. Thus the Book Wag-
on is becoming the friend of many who otherwise would not en-

joy the Library priviiege.

There has been but one change in our staff. Miss Fmme
Houghton left us to continue her studies in a California hos-
pital. Miss Edna Schaake, who completed &n apprentice course
with us succeeded her. We are trying to provide for future
emergencies by tréining a class of senior girls from the High
School. Six are taking this training and so far the results
have been quite satisfactory.

We wish to thenk the Journal World for generous donation

of space for notes and annotated lists of additions, We know
+hat this service is apprecleted by our patrons as they call
regulerly for books lieted in Saturday's paper.

In closing permit me to expreses to the members of the
Board of Directors and to the Library Staff, my appreciestion of

their cooperation and support,

:
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