LAWRENCE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Lawrence, Kansas

Report To The Board Of Directors For 1968

To The Board Of Directors:

public service achievement for 1968 was the creation,
tory of the library, of an adequate stafi to serve the
s of the community. By the end of 1967 we had, as in the
mst, one person performing this function. By July of 1968 we had added a full-
tine reference supervisor, Mrs. Mary Murphy. By the latter part of 1968 a full-
tire assistant had been hired in addition to the two already mentioned, bringing the
Reference section to three full-time persons., This, of course, was made possible by
our serving as reference and interlibrary loan center for Northeast Kansas Library
System. Beginning in 1969, contractual funds from the system will go toward paying
the costs of the reference personnel and in addition will provide funds for addi~
tional books. Under normal circumstances the library would not for years been able
to afford a fully-manned reference staff during the 63 hours it is open each week.

However, by utilizing that staff to serve the needs of local patrons and serving as
a backup service to out-of-town libraries at the same time, all parties 1pvolve.ad
' al advisory services. During
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and in addition handled 7,7hO requests for interlibrary loans from system libraries.

Over 600 requests for materials for lawrence patrons were‘sent 01:11:0 chBKIC circuit
during the year. In addition to funds received for salaries dl.lrlng 1968, over
8,600 worth of reference materials were placed in the collection due to Lawrence

library's role as reference center for the System.
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fos, with each regular loan going out for a variable period of 3-l weeks, it was felt
kst to count each teacher loan only once. Thus, the paper loss of 7 OO(’) to 8,000
woks, Some 12,896 teacher loans were made in 1968, as contrasted to’approxima,stely
0,000 in the past with double counting.

Inaddition to the 7,000 or so loss in school loans, the Children's Dept. circulated
some 12,000 less regular loans than the previous year. Without question, the growth
of school libraries in the elementary schools is having an effect, as it has for

the past several years. This, combined with the almost total lack of seating space
i1 the Children's Dept. cannot help but have its adverse effect. The long-range
situation, though, is optimistic. As school libraries stress outside reading for
study and enjoyment, it will soon be recognized that the public library is the one
source of the widest variety of materials in the community. Thus, the growth of
shool libraries is in reality an ally of public library use. Reading and libraries
ae now recognized as important in the elementary schools. This can only have a
kneficial effect on public libraries in the future. In addition, a new public
library will encourage those who now hesitate to come in due to the crowded con-
iitions and lack of sdequate seating, not only in the children's Dept. but in all
areas of the library. Who can deny the feeling of claustrophobia one receivesa after
sending over 10 minutes in any part of the building? An interesting sidelight is
that this is the first year since 1957 that circulation of gdult books has excegded
that of children's materials. The gap between the two services has been.narrc.mlng
since 1961 and is a further indication of the increase in ac.iult use of.hbr?mes at
3 faster pace than éhildren's. -This would appear to be a widespread situation

tround the country. :
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lithough we purchased mors books than ever in 1968 (6,743) we withdrew 4,826 as well
The large 'v,zithdrawal is a result of a final count of an inventory taken ;Ln-the laizte;'
prt of 1967, Final checking in June, 1968 resulted in 831 children's books missing
ad 1,823 adult books missing, a total of 2,65k items. These were listed as with-
qrzm and removed from our catalog. Unfortunately, we have no record of previous
imentories and thus cannot make comparisons as to average losses per year from theft.

In inportant benefit for employees provided by the Board in 1968 was the employer-

mid hospitalization for employees with three months or more of service. Coverage
is provided under Blue-Cross. Coverage of dependents is optional and the cost is

e by the employee.

lom Peters, Chairman of the Board, left after eight years service. Dr. James Drury
ws aopointed to the Board for a four year term on May 1. Mrs. Crews was re-elected
Sretary-Treasurer at the annual meeting in February. At the May meeting, Vice-
theirman Max Stalcup was elected chairman and Mrs. Ulmer elected vice-chairman.
lntinuing services for the year 1968 included service to the homebound, in which we
delivered some 5,000 books to patrons; a continuing collection o? children's bool.cs
Ined to Ballard Center; circulation of paperback books; 8 mm films S9§32 were cir-
clated in 1968); monthly art displays sponsored by the Lawrence Art Guild; and
xroxing for patrons. 18,473 xerox copies were purchased by library users last year.
ry facility in the offing, it would appear that
lved in the next several years. A spacious,
iviting 1ibrary will also bring about a dramatic change in library use. In addition

t increased general use of the library, wWe can expect more and Xageg tc;or‘[n):mlgi_3:3:(:
®rvices of all kinds to be initiated, not only by the library sta ut by v

froups as well.

Hith the possibility of a new libra
ny of our space problems may be so

b ilning, our appreciation, in additioniba the verssRRRiiRecy SRt S°
2l of our staff who have done so much to provide serutze uﬁible f;r v g L
titions, In particular to Mrs. Osma, who 1S largely i;aigzaiibrarr to Mrs. Weeks,
tllection built up over the 15 years she has been wi Lo o TR AR i daily
#0 not only keeps our accounts in fine order, but PeI’Mgs‘ Megrer S eARE ot renlntion
in connection with all departments of e 1?_braI‘Y§ tg doe; an exéellent public

taff handles some 600,000 transactions each year an ho as custodian does a
lations job in the process; finally, James SR/RRTs s Lj_t,e of the limitations pre-
rarkable job of keeping the building presentable in sp

¥nted by the building itself.

fayne Mayo
"N. Ty A
“®3d Librarian




