To the Board of Directors-of the Lawrence Free Public
Library:

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I have the honor to submit herewith the twenty-eighth
annual repnort for the year ending December 31, 1933. -

A glance at the work of our library during the past ten
years will reveal some interesting facts. A

The population in 1932 was 88 less then in 1333.

The circulation of books increased 81% during the ten year
period and the tax levy 31%.

The big jump in circulation was made during the two last
years with a galn of 23%. Our appropriation during 1932 was 8%
less than in 1930. : :

Notwithstanding this we are closing our year with a com-
fortable balance which will help us through another lean year.

Our reading rooms with the newspapers and current maga-
zines aTre being used more a2nd more by the unemployed and the
students are finding much help with their work. The home reader
has been aur most frecuent caller, carrying home an armload of
books for the family. The constant use of our books has created
a demand for more, both new books and for replacements.

Ws have catalogued during the year 1712 books, of these 358
were gifts. The memorial collection given us by the Round Table
-~ i3 one of the outstanding gifts of the year. We received a
large number of books from the private libraries of Conrad Clark

and Tdith Hess.

We now have in our collection 25,274 volumes. We have with-
drawn from circulation 789 and repairéd in our mending department
2712 books. We receive currently 135 newspapers and periodicals,

50% of these are gifts.
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