LAWRENCE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Lawrence, Kansas

Report To The Board of Directors for 1966

To The Board of Directors:

To use a currently popular term, 1966 provided a year of 'happenings' for the library.
Book circulation was down, but our number of registered borrowers went up. Our book
collection increased by 3,059, but mors controversy arose over one title which was

not accepted than all of the )i, 800 which were added to the collection during the year.
irt displays, films, new methods of interlibrary book borrowing and a well-received
program of book service to shut-ins provided the growth and 'reaching-out'! needed to
keep library service abreast of the times. In addition, the library assumed a new
role as administrative center in the emerging Northeast Kansas Library System. In

all, it was a year of variety and, we hope, progress.

Turning to the tangible ways of measuring library service, our total book circulation
decreased approximately 1% or 3,512 during the year. Total book circulation for the
year was 297,832. A departmental breakdown of circulation indicates an increase in
circulation of 7,280 adult books as opposed to a decline in circulgtion of chi?_dren's
books of 10,792. Several factors may account for the decrease. FlI‘S‘/b, the chil-
dren's Department increased its loan period to three weeks late in 1965. The effects
felt from a decreased turnover of books due to the increased loan period plus the
discontinuing of renewals was felt well into 1966. On the other hand, the resultant/
slump in adult circulation because of the same factors was over by the Spring of 1966.

Secondly, the increased tempo of activity in elementary school libraries has likely
affected public library use and may continue to do so in the near future. We feel,
1 libraries can only serve to strengthen

however, that increased effectiveness of schoo .
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exnibit is located in the reference room and is sponsored by the Lawrence Art Guild.
The displays have been well-received and the resultant publicity seems to have

brought many new people to the library. We began the film service in October with

a basic collection of 52 films. Subject matter includes historical, comedy, sports
and film classics. During the three months of 1966 the service was available, circu-
lation totaled LBL. This represents a 3007 turnover of the collection each month.

The service has been popular with both individuals and groups.

Two relatively new services continued to show an increase in use during the year.

The home delivery service and teletype interlibrary loan requests were introduced

in November of 1965. Throughout the year, aporoximately 1,500 books were borrowed
for our patrons through the Kansas Informational Circuit. Over one million books
are now available to us through interlibrary loan from the six Kansas libraries
participating in the service. By the end of 1966 we were bringing books to 28
persons by means of our home delivery service. During this period, 3,081 books and
records were chosen and brought to persons who were physically unable to come to the
library. Much of the credit for initiating the program and handling the book selec-
tion goes to Mrs. Taylor of our adult reference section. The weekly job of bringing
the materials to our home delivery patrons was done through the volunteer efforts of
lrs, Mayo. Our thanks for a service well-done to both of them.

when the library rejected a gift copy of a book on

Although much publicity resulted from this incident,
A word of appreciation is in order to the
their support in this matter.

4 more controversial topic arose

fluoridation from a local patron.
the decision of the library was upheld.
- Llibrary Board and the City Commissioners for

n's Department continued to be popular during the year.
the Summer Reading Program. Of these, 1,470 com-
were eligible for a reading certificate. Friday
heir attraction. During the 22 sessions, a total
an average of more than 55 at each session.

£ stories centered around animals, with
cats, skunks and a tom turkey were
sponsible for these excellent
been Miss Hilda Koehler, head

Activities of the Childre
1,875 children participated in
pleted the required reading and
preschool story hours continued
of 1,227 children were in attendance,
A special 1966 theme included a series ©
live animals featured at each session. Dogs,
among the varied guests of honor. The person most re

i 4 years has
services and orograms during the last seven y v 7 :
of our Childrén'; Department. We were SOTTY to lose her through .I'etlreme!rxt at the
ity Louise Lester, a recent graduate of Oklahoma

end of 1966, Her successor is Mrs. : . ;
sk gnho()lne;ho was hired by the Board in late 1966, to begin her duties as of

o '~ ’ o .
February, 1967.
our Adult Services Department took place near
Hioniof & fourth full time staff member. At this time,
. ulation section, assuming responsibilities
vision of circulation personnel and pages.
Reference Librarian. In addition

! major change in the organization of
the end of 1966 with the addl L
rs, ¥im Meyer became head of the circ
for circulation procedures and the super

rs, Foward Taylor has assumed full £ime GWB3SE B8 o) "1 devote a portion of
t0 her 3 work with patrons, Mrs. 1ay-o% :
her increased reference d groups outside the library. Her efforts will

her t3 ing with schools an : .
o time f,o working "l?gd'nl the reference collection, the pampplep files and the
n;"-Jopbetdlrec’it,‘eg a; ?‘i;tslaﬁd ook n aids on a monthly §a§1s. gge ;iier'
ereparatio ¥ g 4 - lephor and 1n person

ence Sectignoansggred 3,127 reference dus ons by telephone p

Patrons during 1966.

selectio
Civni

ies bscame more evident during the
preliminary survey of Lawrence
the survey stated that the building

; iy cilit
The growing inadequacy of 0171?‘ PhYSJ-"ii'Siited u
'%’331‘. In March, the State Library pre

ibrary facilities to the Board. In essence,




w3

was totally inadequate for a city the size of Lawrence and recommended that a new
bilding be erected. This survey was reinforced later in 1966 when the local
titizens Committee on Public Buildings reported to the City Commissioners of the
need for 8 new library building of §0,000 square feet at an estimated cost of
$1,250,000. It is hopeful that progress along these lines can be made in the near
future. In addition to the acute shortage of reader space, as well as, book space,
the increased cost of maintenance of the 63 year old building was illustrated when
the book collection became endangered as a result of numerous leaks in the roof.
The city has since installed a new roof, but threats of leakage at other areas as
well as inadequate electrical and heating capacity continue to be a problem.

The largest turnover in recent years took place on the Library Board in 1966.
Judge Charles Rankin, Board Chairman, retired after 8 years of service. In
addition, Rev. Paul Davis and Mrs. Don Allen resigned due to change of residence.
Replacing them were Skipper Williams, Clark Coan and Larry Flannery.

Special thanks again this year go to: Mrs. Osma, our Assistant Librarian and Head of
Technical Services, for the excellent job of book selecting and of keeping the flow
of materials available to our patrons; Mrs. Weeks, our bookkeeper and secretary, for
the additional work she has assumed in handling the state grant for planning services
and for her all-around helpfulness in the many tasks performed during the years;
finally, to Jim Anthony, our custodian, who has done a remarkable job of making the

library a clean and inviting place.

4 major undertaking for the library last year was the assuming of responsibility as

adninistrative headquarters for the Northeast Kansas Libraries, an informal feder-
ation of 30 public libraries in Northeast Kansas. Under a grant of $36,000'from

the State Library, the Lawrence Public Library is providing gopsul’g,ant services,
rotating book collections, book funds and workshc?ps for participating Z-L:Lbrarles. 15
is anticipated that this demonstration program will lead to the formation 9f a legal
library system in Northeast Kansas by 1969. . .ouch:a sy§tem wguld.operate w:.Lth.a tax
levy of % mill on areas not now taxed for library semce. Derylces to ex%st.lng
libraries would be strengthened through such a federatlor'l and 11bra1§'y service would
b2 extended to an estimated 100,000 people now without library service in Northeast
fansas. A*‘Strong possibility exists that the La*r«rrc.ance Public ;1brary-w_ould b?come

& major resource center for such a system in addition “_c,o bef:omlng adm1nlsf,rat1\‘re
center of many centralized services such as consu.ltz'mt semges% cogieraL:;x;e i‘ﬂm
circuits, central acquisition of books, etc. Agldltlonal iunks tgrks e ersoiﬁei o
Publie Library under such a plan would provide increased ;}; iy tc t}’1 pno it
services to residents of Lawrence and Douglas County and eliminate the non-residen

fees now charged to persons living outside of the city.
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Hayne Mayo
fead Librarian




