RFPORT OF THF LIBRARIZAN
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’'c the Board of Directors of the Lawrence Free Puﬁlic
Library,

Herewith is presented my report of the work of the
Lawrence Free Public Library during its I4th fiscal year,ending
December 3Ist,,ISIS8,

The resignation,in March, of Mrs.Nellie G.Beatty as
librarian removed a mcst honored and efficient leader. The Board
of Directors and the public recognize the value of her work,which
has developed the resources of this library and made it what ‘it is.

The honor of carrying on the work falls upon her assistant,
who,with the help of the Board of Directors and the Library Staff
will strive to follow out many of her wise policiles,

We have been most fortunate in securing as assistant
livbrarian ,Miss Marie Hostetter,who comes to us with experience in
library methods,

Miss Francis Carter continues to give her efficient service
to the public at the main desk.

Vrs F.B,Hildinger has been added to the staff for the
evening hours.,

Our circulaticn has sgain fallen,being 6056 less than in
I3I7. The chief cause is the lack of new books in both departments.
Increased reading of newspapers incident to the war,aﬁd‘various
war service activities have claimed much of the time which has hereé
tofors been given to the reading of books. The circulatlon of dupli-
- cate copies of magazines zlso tends to diminish the number of books
torrowed, l

The epidemic of Influenza kept many from coming to the
library,vhich was not closed a day on account of the prevalencé of
this disesase. Those who came did not linger long. The books received
special care in order to prevent the possibility of contaglon.

Oﬁ:account of the devotion of the club women to Red Cross
zrd other relief work the club programs have been slmplified and thus
brought leas research in our library. Howeverthers has been a general
end insistent call from the public for books and magazine articles

upon the Turopean war anl its many avenues of service and rellief work

pupilq have used the library to
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its fullest extent,in their search for topics of current interest.
flany speclal collectlons of beoks and magazinss have bsen placad
for their use.

Bulletin boards and walls have bsen flooded with constent-

ly changing posters and bulletins sent frok departmental headquarters

o
-

Washington . Special war bulletins have taken much care and time

h

thz staff.
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The new "Have you read"bulletin board calls attention to
some current mzgazine articles of special value. Upon this are also
placed clippings and illustrations of ths most important events of
the day.

Handsome pcsters have beesn made and placed in the Children's
Room fer the special anniversary days.These are the work of Miss,.
Hostetter and the gift of the staff,

The Intensive Campaign of the 2American Library Association
for books for our Soldiers and Sallors during the week beginning
Hfarch I8 brought I0S0 books to our library. Following this books
were constantly brought to the table kept for *their reception.

From these a careful selectlon was made and I325 vbiumes suitable
for a éoldier's livrary were prepared with bookplates,pockets and
cards furnished by the American Library Association, ( 95 National
Geographic Magazines were adied ani all shipped to Camp Funston.

Requests for books continued to come and the pﬁblic responi-
el to our call for more. In August 252 volumes were sent t» Detach=
ment Headquarters on Mount Oread for the Officer's Trainihg School. 
Tn Dctover I50=books were sent for over-seas Sérvice. .

In November Mrs Roxana Beechsr Preuszner presented to the
library a collection of 75 books,w¥ith the requesst that all appro-
priate volumes be loaned t- The Soldier's and Sailor's Club War Camp
Community Service at the Communlty House opensd for their use.

These formed part of a collection of I05 books loaned to this club.
Upon the closing of the Club rooms in December tnase were returned
to the library where those given by Mrs Preuszner will be found

upon'our ghelves., The remainier will be sent with others brought by

the public 1in answer to the recent call for books for our Conwalescem

ssldiers. Thus the Lawrence public he&e» furnished26I6 volumes for

War Camp Service.

During the campeign for books for Seoldierss ani'Sailors_

the Lawrence papers have been liberal in giving space and zlso in. . -




During Qctober 1 ) "
2 ober and November the High School sent esightesen classas to

the library for the courss of instruction in library methods.The

)

pupils wera specially alert and anxisus to acquire all the informa-
tion possible ,which has made them more independent in the usé of
the library,

The deficit which has bsen carried since the repairs to the
bassment of the library in I9I5 has been wiped out during the year.
This 1s a cause of rejolecing to all concerned. The one regret has

been the curtailmsnt in ths purchase of books. This loss has been

felt most keenly in the Chiliren%?oom,not only by the children them-

w

elves but by the grade teachers as well,since they need more fresh
material for use in the school room.

The adult department has suffered also,especially in the

lack of new Non-fiction.

May I urge that these needs be met since the defigit is now

disposed of,

The most notable gifts of the year were The Stoddard Library

in I3 volumes,presentel by Mrs “W,H.Sears, World's famous orations in
I0 volumes preéented by Mr.F.H.Billingas and Best of the World'S Clas-
sics 1in I0 volumes,presentsd by Mrs.David Mackie Jr.

A flood of war books and pamphlets was received from Sir
Gllbert Parker,W,MacNelle Dixon and others, Most of these weras not
accessioned és being of short livei interest, However they were of

- vital importance during the war,receiving much attention on their

special shelf,

The total accessions for the year were 880, 683 by purchase

and 198 by gift. Of those purchased €7 were from the Perkins Memorial

Fand.,

The vear's accessions distributed in the various classes are
es follows:
Rdult bound periodicals . . . . .« TIO
A PreRtER L e o TP O, 833
Adult noR=f188I00 ", « & v & s e v 194
Réference department . « « . . & 9l

Juvanlle Tietion . . s v e s 008

Juvenile non-fintion , . ¢ 4 &'« 8350
Juvenile bound periodicals . . . 7

Total ..l it 2 43880
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The number worn ocut ani lost was IC7, 56 adult and 5I juv-
enlle,leaving a gain of 773, This is 449 mors than ths net gain

in IS17.

The total sccessions dividel in claggsea are as follows

follows:

bt
© "
Ul
N

£dult bound periodicals . . . .
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#0uElE T08om & &' v v s 5w a

Adult non-fiction . . . . . . . 5980

Referencs department . . . . . 536

German department . . . . . . . 393

Juvenlle figtion ., .. .7 .0 . IIBB

Juvenile non-fietion . . . . . . 1340

Juvenile bound periodicals . . .. I58

Total sccessions . . . 15436

There were II4 volumes of current periodicals bound
and 303 miscellaneous volumes rebound,a total of 417, This was ISI
more than in I9I7,and 277 less than in ISI8,

The purchase of The meséages ani papers of the pres-
idents in 23 volumes is our mrst extensive eddition of the'year.
Thia includes President Wilson's speech éf January 8th,ISI8, and
“this last volﬁme has been of particular interest and velue to the
raference department. By the purchase of this new sgt of books
the library is now registered with the Bureau of National Literatﬁre

and is thereby entitled to receive succeeding vglumes as they_ére

published. £ ‘ "
The 1list of donors of books is as follows: Dr A .M,

Wilcox,Dr.%.3umgardner,¥iss Prudentia B.Gowell, Mr.F.H.Billings,
Mrs,L.H.Parkins, Mr.C.G.Dunlap, Mrs.J.F.Jewett, Mr.sni Mrs, Fred
¥orris from the Maud Shearer collection, Mr.Paul Ewall, Rev.R.W,

Senderson, Mrs.D.L.%owlands, Mrs,David Mackie Jr,,Mr.Guy Walling,

B

- Mrs ,W:H,.Sears, Mr.C.2 . Dorsey, Vrs.MaryhParker Peek, Mrs.W.B.Dalton,
¥isas.Virginia M.Pendleton,¥rs,R.B.Preuszner,Sir Gilﬁert Parker,
W.Macneile Dixon and the authors and editors of various works. ;
Mr.George Innes has for over two years prssented the
London Graphic to the library. This magazine has hai a large reading.

This courtesay of Mr.Iunes is greatly_appreciated.‘
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The circulation statistics are as fcllows:

Ault fiction . . . . . . . .. . 28977
Adult non-fiction .
Juvenile fiction , . . . . . . . 5913
Juvenile non-fiction . . . . . . 4I50
Total . . ., . . 45487
The total circulation for ISI? was 5I523,making a loss of
8056 for 1918,
%he comparative statlstics for the two years are as follows:
Adult FTietlon ¢ o JIBIT. . . & . . 31 ,B31
Mivlt Tletlon . . T8Y8 .0 .03 28,977
Loss ISIS 2,554
Adult non-fiction 1ISI7 . . . . v 8,031
fdult non-fiction ISI8 . . . . . 6,438

Loss ISI8 . . . . . 8,103

Juvenile fiction §ISI7 . .. . . 7,557
Juvenile fiction I9E8 W weiaw . _B,;0008

Loss IS8, . . . . -I;645
Juvenile non-fiction ISIS . . . ., 4,130

Juvenile non-fiction IST7 . . . . 3,904

Caln TOI8 & i e e s .. BAB
Loss ISI8 6302
Galn I3IR8 246 .

Net loss ISI8 8056

The largest monthly circulation wzs in Janusry and numberéd
453T. The smallest was 1n August and numbered 2818,

The circulation of duplicate magazines numbsrad I485,a gain of.
37 over last year.

The 7th registration of borrowers cards now numbers 3377 adult
andl 799 5uvenile,a total of 4176, sn addition of I539 during the yeax

This is 395 less than the 6th registratlon at the corresponding
time,

The Children's Story Hour was held on Saturiays from January I3
to March 9th when our story teller,Miss Ftta Smith left the City to
enter war work. The attendance was very small owing largely to ths
devotion of the children to war relief work ani then their gardens.

This season on account of the epilemic of Influenza the Story

Hour has not beesn held. Arrangements are now completed for a couras

iiadlyish



in story t2lling by Mrs.Humble,tn tegin next Saturday.
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23 Deen no publication of the Annual Report ani Booklist

since I9I5. The Board voted t» publish this pamphlet biennially
instead of annually as in the past.This vote has been rescinded:

on account of high prices ani lack of funds. The continuation of
thls pamphlet in the near future would be appreclated by the patrons.
of the library,

Since the close of the war we again take hope that the
appropriation asked of Mr.Carnegie for the needed extsansion to the
library mzy receive attention.lIf this 1s not forthcoming other
rlans for securing funds should be made,

In August the addition of two sections of book stacks,
accommodating 800 books,relieved the tension of crowded shelves
temporarily,but with the accessions of the year thes condition is
about where it was before. Thers are still other available spaces
where stacks can be erected for the books which we plan to purchase
in the near future. ) 7

For the kind consideration and spleniid cooperation of
the Library Bocard during this yesr of changes;the librarian is

most grateful,

Respectfully submitted,

Mmopmnee . 1 duronda
\5 g(mwx CD t@&UJ o

Libfarian.




