In the Soriung of /1865 & circulsting library wes sterted by J.S. “ought
in the Hertmen buliding which stood at 7335 Mass. St. Mr Boughton had about

o

$150 worth of books ani loaned them out at ten cents & week, or furnished

ot

n annual ticket for #5.00. The mrvement was p-puler and meny times the-

o

shelves. were empty when closing time ceme. Soon the need ‘of & rerding room
: wes felt end in December the little librery moved to:-rooms over the Lels
drug store 't 740 Mass, Mr. Boughton, while thoroughyy in love with his

prery,york,soon found that he would be unable to finance the growing

-

1istitution. Accordingly én March 7, 1866, he had a meetimg called at
he librery rooms for the purpose of orpgsnizing s librery associstion.

e

finelly accomplished. Mr Boughted wes paid #8200 for his hooks end

(5]

equipment. ¥ & Helen M. Criswold wes medo the first permanent librarian.

The librery was supprted though donatinns, lentures ete, 7 “eot
In September, 1871, 'the librery had grcollectidadof 1500 volumes. It
- sas at this time thst the city took over the organization eand it wa moved
' v over to the Lawrence Nationsl -ank building where it occuplied three rooms
;' 3 - 4 2 " 3 ™1 1 m 1 <3 e S
U > the second flcor. The librarian af the time wes Mrs, Rhoda Trask, who
b succeeded Mrs Griswold when she merried YMr Goerge A Banks in 1870.
In 1885 Mre Mary F Simpson took up the work and in 1903 was succeeded by
early
Mrs Neilie G. Bestty the daughter of Vs Griswold the librarien of.
The library had been growing 2ll of these years snd now pnss essed 6000
velumes. Patrons psaid on= doller a year for the use of books and as the
g sure
t income was rether uncertein the librarisn wea not always ce®$ein of her

salary, &nd fortunately-for théildttle asssocliation Andrew Carnegle was

1

at this time making his generous donstions for libreries. Thorugh the

2id of P ter Fmery end other citizens the gift from Mr Nesrnegle was
received. This amounted to #27,300 which paii for the present bhuilding.
This necessiteted the orgenization of & free pblic library under the

state law and the promise of the city to provide #2700 esch yeer for ite
meintenance. This has been met esch yeer with increzses necessery to

meet the growing needs.




Mrs Charles P.GPosvenor donst=d the lots where the buildizng stends. Fhe
question of a free public library was submitted to the voters &t &n election
held April 7, 1903 end carried by & large mejority. This wes unier the

) s . s £ 1 13 “igpt ;
gdministr- tion of Wayor A.1.. Selig., A hosrd 8F,Directors was appointed

by the Mayor, toe of these—Ffirot ATrectors are sttt —serving.us, Vrs,

Fenley snd M?.«Bmo&@laiakmmwnﬁ%‘
Fach fugust when our commissioners meret to fix the levies for the different
depsrtments & library levy is made.; at present we are receiving .45 of & mill

which, at the peesent valuation,shodibd bring us in about®7200. This forms
our melntenance fund,znd must cover aﬁl expenses of the librery; salesries,

- » I.
heet, light and jenitor service, repsirs, fur-iture anl ejuipment, supplies,

insurence, periodicals, hooks &nd bighing. We heve a little help with our

book fund. We have two sndowment funde, wish we had more, Mr. L.HY. Perkins

left us-%1000:and W_ss Virginis Fdwaerds, the librerian who succeeded Vig

Beatty an’' who wés my predeceesor left us #1000. Thé:s-interest from these
funds,®60 ezch & year,is spent for xhe very best of non-fiecti-n, "€ heve
_angthcr book fund.bhet-mest-of-ysu heve = shere in, This is known as the
ﬁaplicat@ Pay Collection Tund. T t dlrives ifsname from our smell gollection
of pay books which are duplicetes of our lat-st fiction, and ere rented out
at five cente per week. Our library is strictly‘a free one and the first
copy of new flection is plzced on the free ehelf’énd extras coples bought

with thie money where there is = demand for the Book. fountry patrons

pay one dollsr a year for privilepes, books lost or dameged sre peid for,
lost cerds are peid for anl t'ise money goes into this fund. But the source
of Income for this funi thet you are most famdliar with 2ni which brings “us
in the:moet mone& i1s the two cents & day fine on overdue books. I can imagine
thet m~st of you hawe &t some time received 2 pnstal notice seying your

book was seversl davs overdue. If you have kept g book & week longer than
your due slip says, then you will have ,14 fine plus .02 for the notice, and
if you do nto respond you mev regeive enother notice, with an sdditicnsl.i6

énd 1f anothe=r week elepses = m-esenger will ea2ll uporn you,this will mean
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.14 plus .25 meseenc-r fees. Tt w'

P

11 pav you to wztch the dste on the
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ip 1n the back of the 'book. But should you heve these fines to pay, I hope
you will pay ther cheerfudlly knowing thet we ars gled to get them, &nd when
you remember that your money goes right into the purchasﬁ of a new book, you

o . # (\ } - S ‘/ ,-V b 5 = L/L
will feel qhite like & philanthropéds , Fatotin Aoded 74 00 5o, ‘% ho 53k
Gan 24 A JAMV }rﬂw“ Warus \l/w, [ 7. /

Last year we spent for books periodicals and bind ! ng #2330.50 . We include
binding in this Budget as the 1ife of a book is increased three fold by

rebinding early. Then we bind our periodicals for permenent reference
which adds to our book collection. We purchased last yezr 1316 “ooks,
173 were donsted making a total of T499 books added to our collection,
| which on. Dec 3%, 1933 numbered 18F39, We receive currently 133 periodicds-
y 4 , |
& number of these are gifts,
We have tow distinct deportments. The adult department which occupies

the main floor anl the Juvenile department whi ch, through the generosity

31

| of Mfs Henley, has the large room down stairs. In the

4
|

; the circulating books, the-r=ference kollectinn which contains 3203 volumes
(

sdult department are
—"the mageazines, and newspspers in the }eaiing room and the circulating
émgazines which are issued for three days. Then we have a pemphlet file,
@ clipping file, which contains much material of locael interest. Théss
%

department is used by the student both H.S8., and K,U, aleo, Rusin sg O and
y 2 N 7 2

: Haskell Tustitute. Business men, club women ani professional people all
l come to us for information.
| _Our Idvpnilp 1epﬁrtm9nt hes & collection of very carefully selected

i books, 3068 in all. This‘iqcluies a very attractive easy corner filled with
books for the 1little tot. There is also a referanee sectlon here with
encyclopedias, year books, Whéd Who, Dlctionaries, stlas ete, This department
is used by children all the way fro: the kindeigéften ton through the eighth
gEzde. Over-ﬁ%ﬂ& children are now card holders. The. &%"brdren's librarian

gives instruction each genester to the beginning classes in the Junioe H.S

v

in the use of the catalog, ency etec.

A Vecation Reading Club has been mor-2-7 for the prat tow summe s
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€ hope another year will find a large number enrolled in this class.

I want to take this opportunity to spesk of our 7 ildren's Rook Week which:
opens Nov ©. We are planning a wdieplay of books which will be open each day
anl one even'ng we wfll be at home to the parents and we want you to watch

-

the papers for the date and be sure and Gome 88 we are planning & very pleasat

evening.

We serve a population of 15000. We have over 000 regééterei patrons, w
which is considerably more than one third af several members cof the family
often read books issued on the sam e gard., Our books circulated nesrly 74000
_ tines last yéar. This means 4.3 books per capita. If you have mot all read
‘your share I am sure it has been evéqu up in the family for Johnny and Susie
are reading their fépBurbooks and mors.

We are doing what we can for the achools and hope to d- m re as we &re

able. We are glad for the splendid c~operation fwe gre getting from the

schools for we can servile the c,ilirﬁh hetter wher as the teachers becdme

femdlvar with our resources.In the =idzence of branches, which our finances '

de not justify, we have a plan that %as been working quite satisfactorily

for several years. We issue to the teacher ten books for school room

use. These are given for the usﬁal two week period, then if she desires

we will renew upon request, unless tgéy have been previously spoken for.

%E isnot necessary to bring the honke back to renew them, but we do wnat

the ten-carde/ani-alist of books, bothreuthor and-title, - -
We have lists of books posted in bothe departrnents which have been

uper v*sors _ .
teachers of wvarious grades for outside reeding. There is

Spa
regommended Dby
no reason why theg\etudenﬁ should not have desirsble books, for we have
maeny of them and any book in the Juvénileviept. 18 perfectly safe for your
son and daughter. I cannot say ss much for the Adult dept. But children
under the ninth grade are not edmitted to that dept. and 1f the parents do
not give then their cards they cannot get booka there. And as far as the
the H.®. Is concerned if they fnilow the 1iats posted ani perents will

yﬂyszpvople from selecting from the seven day snelvps +h°re
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