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170 THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

inuestionably the major event for us in 1970 was the passage, on March :
i, of a bond issue for $ 1,575,000 to build and equip a new library 5
facility, In spite of the economic slowdown which began in 1969, the §
bond issue passed by a margin of 56 %. A key factor in its passage was ;
the excellent work done by the Bond Campaign Committee. Another important :
factor, I feel, was the general recognition by the voters of the education=- ‘
2l role played by this library in the community over the past 60~ odd years.
T summer of 1970 brought word that $ 122,000 in federal funds were being

aiarded to Lawrence. This, in effect will mean that the total cost locally

#ll be in the area of $ 1,450,000. A by-product of the success of the elec-
Cotton Dana award for out-

tion was Lawrence Library's receipt of the John : : :

standing publicity during the campaign. Lawrence was one of 10 public libraries

in the nation to win this award in 1970.

(opletion of plans for the building was held up at several points during the
tions in condemnation of the required

year, most noticeably due to complg¢ca onda 7
land, However, early in 1971 final plans for building construction were

aproved by the Board and the Commission. Schedule for completion now stands
& dpril, 1972,
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ming 1970, Lawrence continued to
1 center for some 34 libraries ifxeg: ;}ir:hzziir;g;:aani,interlibrary
;nal.l, we recelved'some 16,000 requests during the ears ;brary §ystem.
§9T0ﬂmately ?,SOOAltems to member libraries, In retirn fan ts"lpplled.

mence received 3 26,000 during the year.Thru use of a glt.at'hlﬁ_sern(:e
gst:ll as reciprocal loaning agreements with Ottawa and Joh ‘f-ﬂlde network
peived several thousand items on loan for Lawrence patro(:rnoon gt g

Se

Tgiegrrlzaiizst 1on§7rag%e groblem during the year was the notification that we

o nger eligible for lower city electric rates. Thi ‘
vl ble i ectr . is more th

:l:: ﬁ;vs andee estimate 1.t.can cost an additional $ 4,000 per yeainiiozgied
gilibrary, Lawrence has joined 5 other public libraries in Kansas in pressing

ira change in this ruling.

! . .
inews on a long-range basis came in the form of the results of the 1970

figel‘al c'ensus.‘Lawrex:xce is now officially over L5,000 people. This will

gorciizs in that public library category in Kansas which allows 2. S mills

a lwé‘agydoperation in citi?s over 35,000, Since this will commence with

o udget year, the estimated $ 30,000-35,000 additional funds we
need to operate the new building will be available.
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